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THE OPERATICNS OF COMPANY L, 45th INFANTRY (F.S.)
(PHILIPPINE DIVISION) ON THE ABUCAY HACTENDA IINE,
BATAAN, P, I., 15-25 JANUARY 1942
(PHILIPPINE ISLANDS CAMPAIGN)
{Personal experience of the Company Commander)

ORIENTATT O
INTRODUCTI OR
This monograph covers the operations of Company L of the 45th Infantry

Regiment (rs) betwoen the dates 15-25 Jammary 1942, in the setion at.tha
Abncay Hacienda, ,:i_.n the defense of the Phiflippine Iglends, In order to
orient the reader, it will be necessary to discuss briefly the background
of ;;he 45%th Infantry Begiment and the development of the aituation lesding
up to the action in the vieinity of the Abucsy Haeienda,

H’\ /!I:he 45th Infantr;rr was a part of the Philippine Division composed of

\’\ three combat teams, the 31lst, the 5th, and the 57th, organized and equipped
s )
)

under the existing tablés of organization and ailewances for Philippine
Scout units. The 6rganizati§n of the infantry regimenmt followed generally
the current orgenizetion for similar units in the U. S. Army. It mast be
remenbered that this was & regular U, 3. Army division composed of Philip- |
pine professiomnal ;oldiers and Ameriecan officera in the L46th Aami 57th Inf-_ ,
antry Regiments, and all American officers and men in the 31s% Infantry
Reglment. |

- In February of 1941, after a very careful screening of volunteers; Com-
pany L of the 45th Infantry Begiment was inereased from its peaeefkim
atrength of 92 officers and enlisted men to its fall strength of 6 officers

and 139 enlisted mn.(l)

A comprebsnsive training program waslinaugnrated :
immediately., As a result of the selection methods, these new recruits were
soon developed into first rete soldiers. In the summer of 1941, Company L
lost five of its key mom-commissioned officers and all but two of the

American officers to the Philippine Army as & training cadre, but in apite

(1) Personal knowledge




of this loss, the average 1ength of service for the enlisted men was
seven and ons-half yeers. Tha organization consisted of *bhree rifle
platoons, ons Jheavy weapons platoon and a company headquarters section.
The rifle platoons were ermed with ML rifles and Browning sutomatie
rifles. The weapons platoon was composed of s mortar section and a
light machine gun section armed with two light machime guna and three 60 mm
mortars. The three 60 mm mortars were exchanged for heavy machine guns |
soon after the war started when it became evident that there would be no
ammnition for these wagpons., ‘The heavy weapons companies were armed with
the 81 mm mortars but received only 45 rounds during the entire campaigi:.(z)

The thirty calibre ammnition supply was apparently unlimited.

THE GENERAL SITUATICH

A deséripti'on of the major events leading up to the =metion on the Abu-~
cay line will give the reader arn insight into the aituafion as it existed
on 16 Jamary 1942, Our air force had been rendered inert on 8 December,
the first dasy of the war. After its defeat, the invasion forees lost no
time landing. The first landings on the island of Iazon by the .Tapanesé
troops took place at about 0530, 10 Decembér 1941. One regiment was landed
at Aparri and one battalion was landed .at Vigan, both almoat ﬁnoppoaed.
legaspl was struck on 12 December by ons division, Baunang on 22 December
by one divizion and one division hit Msubar and Antimonin on 24 December
191;1.(3 ) The Japansse had landed three well trained divisiondat widely
separated points: (See Map A)., To oppose these units, General MacArthur
had eight untrained Philippine Army divisions and one U. S. Army divisionm
' that was well traimed but under strength.'’’ The 45th Infantry Regiment

(PS) was a part of the latter.

(2) Interview with Lt Col Gross, S-j of the L5th InT Regh (old 3' ammni-
tion was availeble)

(3) A-8, p. 8

{li‘) A=, DD. 52"53




It soon besame obvious that the defensive forces would not be able
fa hold an enemy which was superior in traininé and equipment._ So on 24
Dece.ﬁber, War Plan No. 3 waes puﬁ into éffeet. '.fhis plan provided for ths
withdrawal of all forees into Betaen in order to protect the exposed - flank
of Gorregidor.?\\“*\@'

It is the opinion of many observers that if War Plan No. 3 had been
in effect from the beginning, as had been plemned and pr#eticed. the de=-
laying actions would have been more effective and ths supply problem would
hsve heen mch simpler. Aetually the suppi:r problem rapidly becams highly

| éomplicatea when the movement to Batasn started and, as & r'aéult, only a
limited guentity of Quartermaster supplies ever reached Batdam. A areat
portion of the Grdnancaﬂsupplias were stared in Batasn prior to the war.
On 11 Jarmmeary, all military perscnnsl went on half rations and shortly
thereafter, the half rstion was ent to one=-fourth ration, or eiéht ounces
of rice - minus what wadlooted in the rear areas ¥

| Bataan Peninsula, thirty two miles long by twenty miles wide, was
6CC7 “giptlaedtmbo the I Corps commanded by General Waimwright and the IT Corps
Commanded: by .General Parker. The corps boundaries ran generally down the
center of the peninsula (see Bﬁap B).

The forces that were nthdrm into Bataan totaled approxlmately
8o, 000 men(S) ineluding 15,000 Americans. In eddition, there were some
20,000 civilian refugees who had to be fed from Quartermsster supplies. (6)
The original plan called for two battle positicms, the main position ex-
tending from Mag.;a:n across the peninsule just north of Mt Natld to Abucay
and.the Menila Bay. The reserve battle position extended across Bataan

from Bagae to Orion (Sesc Map B).

(5) A-Bg Pe 67
(6) A-12, p. 65 - 70,000 total strength
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The II Corps seetor of the ﬁain battle position, kmown as the Abmcey
I-iila, was reconnoitred in February of 1941, and it was then deeided that
the Mt Natib section of the line was so rugged that an ememy could not
possib).T Attaek in fores over this area., Aa a direet reault of this con-
cept qf impossible terrain, 'there was naver any satisfactory contact es-
tablished between the II aadll Corps..

The recently mobilized 5lst Division was depleyed on the left flank
of the 11 Hérps with its left flank anchored to one of the many deep ravines
that fanned out from Mt Natib. The 5lst Division and the 57th Infamiry
Reglment completed the MLR of the IY Corps. The Philippine Divieion,
mimis the 57th Infantry Regiment, constituted the eorps maem.('f)

Betweon 9 Jamiary and 15 January, the Japanese mﬁde two attacks along "
the Abucey line in an effort to £ind a soft spot. After an initial failure
to break through the right flank and the middle of the line, thel enomy ab-
tacked the sector held by the 5lst Division. On 16 Jamuary, a battalion of
the 5lst Infantry, led by a battalion officer, withdrew to the rear, Be-
fore the ofﬁeera in command could act, there was a Ywithdrawal" en Ensse ,
leaving the left flank of the 4lst Division exposed. -'I'ha Japancse ex-
pleoited this situation by sending only a amall- foree in paraauit to the
Gitol area. (See Map B)

General Parker, in command of the II Corps, ordered thePhilippine

Division (Minus the 57th Combat Team) to reestablish the left flank of the
A.bﬁeay line and regain the original battle position. The division was to

(8? At about 1700 on 16 January,

counter-attack at deylight 17 Jemary.
Headquarters II Corps issued an order over the telephoms to the Se3 of the
I5th Infantry Regiment (PS) at Bani® *Proceed to the aea southwest of the

3 | 1
_Labangan River end northwest of the Capitangan Valley to be in reserve

Yo \ (9
behind the 3lat Infantry Regiment (US)."

(7) A=, p. 32 . : -J \‘.J_w”""'
(8) A-1,.p. 32 : ‘ O i
(9) &-10, p. 10




- This order did not go throngh the Division Commender and, as you may

sness, this_ failure '_to follow military command channels caused greal con-

fusion a few d&vs/later.

On. the night of 16 Jz;muary,. the 45th Infantry Regiment moved north
toward fhe Cepitangan River Valley. It was a black moonlsss night and the
march was over country that was érias'—-crossed by & maze of trails. Capt.
George Moore, Co. I, had reconnoitred the route the day before but becams |
hopelessly lost on the night of the march.(19) The weapons trucks were
soon bogged down in z stream ford and 1t was necessary for the unit to go
*by hend® mosf of the distance that remsined to be covered. Soon after
daylight on 17 Jamuary, the 3rd Battalion errived at the position shown on
Mep B in the Capitangan Eﬁ.var'*ufalley end went into bivouac. The lst Bat-
talion had ‘aeen. lost somewhere northwest of Benli during the night.( 11)

At 1200 hours the game day, the 3rd Battalion moved out with the 2nd Bat-
talion, marching on an azimth of 352 degrees. The destinetion was the
Abucsy Haclenda. There were no g,uidaa*for this movement and the route was
gen_erally perpendicular to the ridge lines. The Battalion Commander, in
eompliance with regimental orders, mads eﬁm effort to move his battalion
as rapidly a= possible end, as a resuli, H'Gampany and the medical sectioh
were separated from the resﬁ of the unit. It was also_#t this time that
the 2nd Battalion becam separated from ﬁ:e 3rd Battalion and for the nexi
seven days, the 3rd Battalion had no cc;nfact with any other combat unit of
the regiment. At about '1390 hours, the 3rd Battalion, less M Company and
the medical section, went into bitvouac about_ 300 yard.sl south of the Haclienda.
(See Map B} By 1130 hours on the morming of 18 Jemuary, the Battalion Com- |
mander had made ‘contact with the Regimental Commander of the 3lst Infantry

Regiment. It was decided that the 3rd Battalion would go iato position on

(10) Personel conversation with Major George Moore, September 1949
(11) Ibid., Major Louis B Besbeek




© the left of the 3lst Infantry Reglment.
" ~ In order ‘to elarify fhe picture, it will be necessary to explain the
overall situation. ft will be remembered thet this was supposed to be &
 division counterattack consisting of two combat teams, the 3lst and the
L5tk. At 0815 on _J:? Janusry, the 3lst Infantry Regiment hed attacked \\&i—/
. north along t:"ail 12 {see Map G).(m) The lst Babtalion was on the lsft
of the trail, the 2nd on the right and the 3rd Battalion was in reserve.
)( Z Their objective was the MILR evacuzted 'Dy the Flat ﬁivision. Yery heavy
\‘M}? registance was nlxat in th; ares showp on }_!_aiLG'. On 19 Jamary, the lst
\F OI \a?i&“‘énd ﬂggi;.m went into position on the right
flank of the 3lst. 20 Jamuary(13), the 31st employed their 3rd Battalion
in a very poorly coordinated envelopment which ‘resulted in a fire fight
between the 3rd Battalion 45th and the 3rd Battalion 31st. During this
whole engagement there was -no suppoerting arfillery. gireraft or effective |
mortars, Theoretically, the 24th Field Artillery {75 rm Battalion), 88th
Field Artillery (75 mm Battalion) and one battalion of 155 mm GFF's were
assigne;i to the two combat teams. The enemy hed a 1arge amount of artil- |
lery with good observation from Mt Natib and from the air.

To return to the 3rd Battalion of the 45th Infentry, it is not clsar
now and was never elear exactl:} who was supposed t;a be izsuing orders to
the Battalion Gmder. There ﬁs a conflict between Regimental Head-
quarters and the II Gor_ps Headquarters which was finally settled when the
3rd Battalion was attached to the 31st Infaniry Regiment. The Regimental
Commander of the 45th Infantry was conspiouous by his sbsence.’ 1)

The 3rd Battalion was formed in an epproach march formation approxi-

mately 1000 yaﬁds east of the Hacienda and moved west along the Abucay

Road (see Map C). L Company formed the advance guard with one squad as

(12) A-9, p.8
{13) This date cannot beascurately determined.
(1},) Personal conversation with Battalion Commsnder of the lst Battaliam.

on 28 October 1949




the point, two sq_nads as the ‘advanee party and the r«_est of the company in
support. Before I Bompany in the main body moved off, the point was
' :é'ired upon from the Abucav buildings and the leading men was shot right
ﬁetween the eyes. There was only one shot fired. The point deployed and _
advanced on through the buildings of the Abucay Ha;:ienda. After proceed-
ing about fifty yards further up the road, they ceme to what seemed to be
an 0ld command post that had been evacuated by the 5lat Infaniry Regiment
(PA), Here they. found a large quentity of ammnition. The point had ad-
vanced onl& a few yards further when it was pinned down by ;l very heavy
automatic weapons fire. The Battalion Commander and the Company Commander
made a personal reconnaissance but were not able to determine the exact
direetion from which the hoatile fire was coming. The Japaﬁa.se Army was
using firecrackers, either dropped from airplamss or fired from the light
moriar, to cover their fire. Company L was then deployed with the first
platoon facing west and the second platoon fﬁcing northwest. The third
iala'l:oon and the weapons platobn had taksn position off the roed in a ravine
to the lefte |
IHE ATTACK

The Battalion Commander assembled the company commarders and issued
an order to attack on an szimth of 360 degrees immediately (1300 hours

18 Tanuary) .( 15)

Si_nce the mission of the bﬁttalion was bto resatablish

the MIR evacuated by the Hlst Division and not to locate =nd destroy the
enemy, this appeared to be the proper action. Compenies L, I and X were \’h\['
ordered to atteck in line of companies with L Company on ‘the left £lank,
The objective was the old MLR of the 5lst, a 'prgpared' position somewhere
to the front along the Laban*gan__ﬁ;.gg_g. One platoon of machine guns from
Compsny M was atteched o L and K Compenies and the mortar platoon went
into gemeral support from a position to the rear of the assem%ciy 7 _area. Ho

reconnaissance was made by anyone before the attack wes started and only

(15) Ibid., Major Louis Besbeck




one highly inaccurate mep was available for the entire battalion. 4l
cqmiéations were accomplishec‘l by rannsr. These werse Aldnly a few of
the elements that contributed to the complste failure of this operation,
even though the objective was finally secured.

The IP was crossed and Company L advanced irn a squed column forma-
£ion with three platépns in line with scoﬁts out, The platoon of heavy
machine gans was instrueted to follow close enough to maintein contsaoi.
The advence was mede through s sugar aéma field which limited wvisibility

.%o only a few feet. The company advanc*for about 250 yards before the
left flank was fired upon. On this flank, part of the cane had been
burned off so thet visibility was not materislly restricted. The company
deployed in a lins of skirmishers and builf up on the scouts. Lt Ulriek,
the only other officer in the company, was sent 1:5 the left flank in an
effort to delermine what was hold_ing up the gdvaﬁce of the left plai:oon.
He came back in a few mimites with the information that an snemy machine
gan was firing from under a 1} ton }5th Infantry supply truck located
about 500 yards to the left fromt. Lt Ulrick was sent back to the bate
talion dP to request mortar fire. e had no means‘by which to adjust the
fire so he tried to locate ;bhs truck on the Battalion Commander's map.
There was so little similﬁi'ity between the map and the ground that he
found it impossible to locate the truek.

A few rounds were fired in the gemeral direction but nons camé moar
the target. It was later found that the men of the 45th Infaniry who had
'driven up there were almost hit by this mortar fire. They had menaged
'.t.o clear the truck and hide in a small ravine. Regimental &ad@tem'
had told the Battalion S-} that the 2nd Battalion was alreedy in position

in this area. (Regimental Headquarters had made no attempt to orient them-

10




W

selves as to the existing situation( 16) +) The Tapanese machine Zun was

T e

350 yards, enemy fire became progressively heavier. They came to a draw

extending parallel to the front, which got progressively deeper -and wider !

L
to the right. The ravine was grown up in heavy undergrowth which re- \’5}‘ _?
stricted movement to the irails that the Japansse had covered by mortar _{3'? tﬁ?i y

{

fire. On the north side of the ravine, the cane field again restricted \\ &J \‘2
v
v:.s:.billty. About fifty feet from the lip of the ravine, the cane was )(

3 g
broken by a road running perpendicular to the dir_ection of attack. This \
trail or road gave perfect flanking visibili*by to the eneny on the lsft

flank, Thé t.:ompany advanced through the draw without mmeh frouble and

o b

continued the advance on the north side until they reached the road. Here

Company L received heavy casualtied from flanking fire deliversd from the

et e B A

left flank., The attached heavy machine guns went into position on the left

flank and scon neutralized the epemy fire from this direction. HNo térgets

Y

to the front hed yet been seen. The road was crossed and the atbtack wasg
continued for about twenty-five yards to a position whers the objective,
a line of fox-holes along a rTidge about 100 yards to the front, could be

seen. Company L had received 30 casualties, including those suffered by

L)

the attached machine gun platoon tut there was no evidence that'any Japan-
ese soldiers had been killed.

It was at this time that the Battalion Adjutant informed the Company
Commander that the attack had been called off and that the company wounld
return to the line of departurs. This was accomplished but not without
additional losses., As soon as the Company Commander of L Gompe;ny got bagk
$o0 the line of depérture, he went to Battalion Headquarters and found the

Battalion Commander in very bad humor. The 45th Infantry Regimental Head-.

(16) Personal c.onversation with Lt Col Van Oosten, the lst Battalion
Commander, October 1949




. quarters, updh. hearing that the objective wasz about to be taken, had or- \
'_""“""m”m"\. .'—xm,.__“"m . “#w-““,.,_,-—‘ T e pom -

dered the battalion to withdraw. The reason for this decision was never
discovered. About this time, Headquarters II Corps called and asked if

the objective had been reached. The situation was explained and the re-

ply was that II Corps was the higher headquartera and that the objective / |
would be taknn.(l?)- Again the battalion fought back asross the ravine, \
road and open field to the old MIR of the Slst In_fanfry. In thi%attack,
K Compeny was on the left flank and had very high caéualties.

Communi cation by wire was soonh extablished between Company I on the
right and ths battalion_mmd poet whieh was located just north of the
Hacienda buildings.

A;bout 2300 hours, the -battalion adjutant requested carrying parties J(
t0o bring up a hot meal. The men atartéd. back at about 2330 but pever : ) § Vf"
reached the battalion CP - the enemy had infiltrated into the draw and d
anbushed thé n:én along the trall, Enemy fire was very heavy for the rest
of the night, all of it coming from the direct rear and from the left
flank, The enemy made every affort to make the battalion beliewe that ‘
their sirength was much greater than it actually was. They fired a ;
large number of fireerackers packed with whistling shot to confuse our
men. The left flank of K Company was attacked during the night and re=-
celved heavy casualties in its refused flank which exbtended %o thé south-
ﬁést. Company L sent one squad to K company to help hold the left flank.
Artillery support was requested but refused on the grounds that they did ‘
not now exactly where the 3rd Battalion was.(la} %
There was no possible way of evacuating the wounded soldiers that

night because contact with the battalion CP had besn completely broken.

The -sereams of these wounded men, easily heard over the small arms fire,

(17) Personal knowledge verified by Major George Moore, who was in command |
of I Comparny (September 1949). Col Dennisz Moore who was G=2 of II f;
Corps said that he had no knowledge of emy such order having been givenm. |
(Personal interview October 1949) ?

(18) Personal knowledge.




waa hard cn the morale of the trecops. The position was under heavy fire

\D‘ all of the next day and it wasn't until that night that the encmy was)( ,< _

e

e JE TS . —

V finally forced out of the ravire to 'bhe rear of the posit-ion. The first &
food and water in two days reaehed the company at about 1700 hours. After \Q”‘
eating, an atiempt was mede to evacuate the desd. The work had hardly . t‘«.
started when effective antomatic weapons fire was recelwed from the high \
grou.ndr to the left flank, It was sooh seen that any attempt to evacuate | |
these men would only result in more.casualties. ‘The men were buried in

their foxholes.

On 20 Jamiary, one company of the 31'& Battalion, 31st Infantry,

which had been held in reserve, was ordered to clear oui the ravine by an [
enveloping movement around the left flank of the lst Battalion of the 3lat ;:

Infantry. ( 19)

Due to the lack of ecoordination, the 3rd Battalion was not
told that the 3rd Battsallion, 45th Infantry, was on the left flank, nor was |
the 3rd Battelion, }5th Infantry, told that the attack was: going to be
made., This resulted in an elemsnt of this battalion engaging in a fire
fight with Companies L end I of the 45th Infentry. This action feiled
to elsar the ravine, |
¥1THDRAWAL

The 20th and 2lst were relatively guiet. Patrol action located a
large force of the enemy about 1000 yards to the east of the battalion
pozition and it scon became evident that the eneny was building up its .
force in the revime. On 22 Jamery, the lst Battalion, 3lat Infantry (on
_ $he right flank of the 3vd Battalion, L5th Infantry) was struck hard from
! the rear, A fire was started in the sugar cane that covered their position
and they became disorganized and withdrew to the rear. 4 mumber of men

‘ ~ from D Company attached themselvea to L Company, 45th Infantry. The

‘ (19) Perscnal conversation with Major John Pray

13




withdrawal of this battalion left both flanks and the rear of the posi-

tion exposed. At this time, the Japanese stopped firing completely and
the area was dead quiet for the first time. The prospect of spending the
night in this isolated position was hard on the morale of the men in the

command. At about 1500 hours, the order came from thes Battalion Corman-

P P

der to withdraw te a position south of the Hacienda Road. The 3rd Battal-

ion was then attached toc the 3lst Infantry and placed in reserve. The | .
next morning our position was pounded by artillery concentrations alter-
nated with air strikes but thers were few casualties from. this fire.

The 5rd Battalion wé.s organized in a defensive position in the center |

. . : : f}
of & large cans field about 200 yards behind the forward elemsnts of the i\

i

jlst Infantry. Gomamr L occupied & position near the road ami I Company | ‘e ‘i". '
was dug in near the left flank of the left compsuy of thﬁst. The bat-~ (/
;;iion remained in this position unfil the ev;ning of 24 Jenuary. Enemy |
bombardmsnt anc‘l artillery fire became i_.‘nereasingly heavier.
COVERING PORCE

It had become obvious that the Philippine Divizion ¢ould not hold the

e e m - o <

left flank of II Corps and a general withdrawal of II Corps was ordered ; i
for the night of 2l Jamary.(20) |
In preparing this paper, I have found that there is no agreement in
the available references as to what happened or what was supposed to
happen on 24 January when the 31lst and J5th Infantry Regiments withdrew
from the Abueay Line. Major Louis B Besbeck, Executive Officer of the
3rd Battalion, Mapr George Moore, Commending Officer, Company I, 45tk Inf- |
antry, Major John Pray, Commanding Officer, Company G, 31st Infaniry and
Major Eugene B Conrad, a company commender of the 3lst Infantry, all have

different ideas and opinions%bout what actually took place. Sinee thsre

(20) The withdrawal order originated in the USAFFE Hessdquarters.




